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HOPE SPRINGS ErERNAL, Ii!. Bernard Bollowoo d, wri ti,;g in the 
11
Bowater Papers" an occasional magazine published by the :Bowater 

pape r organisation , eta tee: "At th e mome!'lt the spotli g ht is on 
Garth, Superman and other dashing scienti fic man-marvel s . The 
Jules Verne-II.S . Wells school of fiction writers bas been re 
juvenated by jet-propuls i on , atomic energy and war, but in the 
United States particularly , comics cater fo r all tastes and the 
supermen have to compete for the public fancy against such earth 
bound mortals as llutt and Jeff, .Barney Googl e and Popeye . 

"Competition is fi erc e, but the supennen just have th e edge, 
P9rhaps, on the nitwits, the l ove-lorn and the hen-pock ed. 

"Bow long their boon wi ll last it is difficul t to e~. Dan 
Dare and SUperman are good in their way and I should hav e no 
qua rr el with them 1f they sometimes r evea l ed traces of human 
frailty and a sense of humour. Their weakness i n the eyes of an 
old Magne t fan is t hat they la ck charact e r. And that i s why I 
think the ir d~s are numbered . Youth wi ll be serv ed and will not 
forego its Bunters , \)bartons, Stal..kys, sa,ryers and Sexto n :Blek.es 
f'or long." 
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\7o l l le t' s hope Mr. Ilollowood proves to be a tru e prophe t. Wo 
sha ll c ortainl:r all agree with him that the pre sent day papers lack 
the charact er that was such a f eature in tho se of yes tcr year . 

· Haven ' t we declared it so often? 

* * * * * 
DEATH OF l!RS. J OHN MEDCRAFr, The many collectors who bad visited 
John l.!edcraft • s homo at Ilf ord, and bad met hie wif e , will be sorry 
to learn t hat she passed away in her sleep on February 17th. She 
bad only r oached her 50th birthday a few days before , but she had 
been an inv alid for many years. In th e days when he was taking her 
to various places fo r tr e at ment poor John little thought he would 
be thr;? first to di e . 

* * • * * 
Tl!E AWLT PAPERS DO IT TOO: It is announeod that "London Qpinion " 
at one time a weekly but of lat e a pocket - size monthly is to be 
merged wi th 11Men Only" , the old familiar story we aro so familiar 
wi tb whore boys' ueek l ies were conc erned . Not so long ago "Men 
Onl y " embraced the famou s old "Strand liagaz in o 1' ; which .-n.e about 
on a par rd.th "Ansv:ers"and "Bl i ghty" go i J18 together. Today the 
onl y sign of tho "Strand 11 i n 11llen Only" is o. lin o of type 11London 
Opinion" is about to die1 t1by not say so? 

* * * * • 
!!El!ORIBS: I've sett l ed dol'm on my old jo b ~bout Vlhieh I t o ld you 
~t h . It i s past oidni ght;the red and yellow calling lights 
on the lengthy s,71 tchboard only signal occasionally, and I can 
write to my heart' a cont ent. By my side is tbe t phone on which I 
first spoke to Harry Dowler, t welve or more years ago , a. call which 
had a good deal to do with t he startin g of our 11get together" mov~ 
ment . On the table at which I ""' now sitting I first wrote to Bill 
Gander,-John---Sbaw, A-1-:fr&d Horsey , Jack Corbet t end me?,y- more.-Y e-e-,--
i t' s nice to be back and I hope I shall have the good fortune to go 
on in-itin g to them and the hundreds of oth er good friends I have g,:,t 
to know whils t I have been awa;y. Yours sincere ly, 

IIERl!ERI' LECK»lllY. 

THE 'All!IUAL' BALLOI' Present Position 
1. Red !.iagnet 1.!agic, 149 pts. 2 . Groyfrillrs v. St. Jim ' s, 123 pts. 
~· The Years of Conquest, 109 pte . 4. One Hundr ed Years of Boys• 
l'iuoklies , 104 pt s. ,. Tho:, ".frot c of Sexton Blake, 93 ;,ts . 6 . The st . 
Fr ank' s __ ~ !lgs , ~O pts . 7. Cilrbeiry late of the Greyfriare Siith._li ~J>1.!!..__ __ 
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_Jvty ____ (29/_J_(;~ tig n 
No. 3. - !I. C. NOHl'ON PRICE' S 

I s t a rt ed qui t e young by be i ng appo i nted Librarian at my schoo l 
af t e r tak i ng over from some one else when he left. I had in t hose 
days about 120 of ea ch Boye ' Fri end ' s , Boys ' Her al d' s , Boys Realms, 
Uni on Jacks , Plucke , etc . , but o.ft er a whil e my pa r onts became i n
te r es t ed and wanted to know what al l theso papers were doing. When 
I explained wher e th ey came from and what t hey re pr ese nted , I wao 
to l d t o burn th em, whi ch I did as t he previous pe r son who had had 
them unfortuna t ely died of ci,nc e r . At t he time I was read i ng a 
Union Jack cal l ed 11The Cabdri ve r Det ective, whi ch I was not a.ll ow
od to finish . This closed m.v i nteres t on Boys • Papers fo r a time . 
It was not until 1922 th at I became a serious coll ecto r , when I 
decided t o collect Serto n Blake Libraries . In that° year I 
app r oached th e Amal gamat ed Press about back numbem and the,· ki nd l y 
gave me a free adv e rt on t he back of s. B. L. I needed among ot her s 
No. 31 , this was also printed on t he back of the Union Jack a t th e 
samo tim e . I was sti ll advertising for No. 31 in 195 1, fortu nate
l y this has come to hand, but it has tak en me 30 years to ge t . 

I also about th at tim e r ecei v ed quite a lo t of these from 
Cromer and Birmingham (back number s ). From that da te I have tak en 
them evory mont h . I had giv en my newsag en t a standing order for 
them but found when time passed 4 number s that I needed during t he 
busy months i n the suzmner were not obtainable , but fo r tunately 
found two of them in a s econd hand book sh op in Guil dford , t he 
other tw o ! still needed, Nos, 407 and 513 , but by t he ki ndly he lp 
of ttr . Carter in Aust ralia , No. 513 has come to hand , This par 
t i cu l ar book has taken me many yea.rs to ge t . I t now leaves No. 
407 sti ll to come , 

!.!y next ve n tu r e was to sta rt and co ll ec t Boys • Friend Libra ri es, 
I began on Aug, 20th, 1950 and to da t e have managed to obt ain lll 8 
out of 1488 pub liebed , I still require 70 3d . Lib r ary which a r e 
i ncluded in th e 370 s till needed . I have practically a ll the 
Boys' O,m Li br ary an d Br it ons Own Libr ar y, a ll but 24 books . I 
a lso have managed t o obt ain durin g the last two years many 
Champion Li bra ri es . A g ood number of t hese a r e st ill nee ded , I 
also have all Coll ector • s Digest as well as a ll the Annual s . I 
have managed t o get and complete the Uni on Jack Detec ti ve 
sup pl ement, toge t her with tho four S.B . Annua l s . I was ve~en 
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when collecti ng B.F .L' s . to obtain the 37 with Sexton Blake 
etories; these I have been l uc ky to obtain . I have been a member 
of the O.B. B.C. for about four years . Attending many of the meet
ings I have met many very kind friends who have helped me; I he re 
wi sh to expre ss my gr atitude end t hanks to one and all. 

BLJ9J(/8/V4 
Conduc ted by JOSEP!UIIE PACKJ.lAN 

2?1 Archdale Road , Eaet ru l m.ch 1 London, S, E.2 2. 

Once agai n, fo r r easons of space, I must cut my r emarl.:s short. 
This month sees the conclusion of \'/alter Webb's a r ticle . Thank 
you, i7alte r, f or suc h BZl interesting and inf ormative pi ece of 
work! 

I sm sur e you will lik e the artic l e on Lobangu . He is llr . 
Thurbon ' e favourite - and one of my own as well. 

I regret to say that I have not had a sing l e r espo nse to my 
suggestion for your f avour ite Blake story. It woul d seem t hat no 
one is intere ste d I 

Next month' s Bl akiana will, as pro mised , contain the first of 
' Bill' Lofts two articles . The second will appea r in the fo llow -
ing issue. 

Conclud i ng 

J OSIE PACKlWI. 
--0 000 0-- -

SIJirY YEARS OF SE!cr'ON BLAKE 

By IVALT ER WEBB 

*** 
Le·s,r th11n a yea r l11tu, - the UIUOII J:t;CX,ras no-more,-and-±trih 

pl ace we had DEl'E~I VE VtUKLY, a much bigger paper , wit h a black 
and ye llo w cover . 

New aut hors were continually introduced in t he S.B. Libra:cy , 
among them being John Creas ey , author of the stories featuring the 
Toff; John G. Brand on, John Hunter, Richard Goyne, Bar ry Perowne 
and Geor ge Dilnot , all bes t - selle r writ e re. 

In January 1934 r eprinted s t ories began in t he S . B. L., one a 
month bein g publis hed up to th e ti me of t he second Wor l d Var, 
during which time t he circ u l at ion of D. w. dropp ed vieek by week , 
and Sexton Blak e too, was dro pped as a conse quence for about t wo 



years , bef ore being reinstated wi th a. succession of rep rtni ed 
s t ori es fr om the ol d U.J. and S. 11.L., the latter be ing in abridged 
fom . :But D. W. went from bad to worse, and the end sa-.v it pub
lishing modernised v ersio ns of lllake stories which had bee n p rint 
ed in the U. J . as long ago as 19 12. 

For eight months following Hitler ' s march into Poland t he S, ll. L, 
went on as before; then in June 1940 the month l y output was re 
duced to tTro vo l umes. That year was quite a disastrous one f or 
Sexton lllake, fo r fo ll owing closely on the dea t hs of G. H. Teed and 
Gwyn Evans, five more of his auth or s passed on in rap i d success i on. 
They wer e John G. Brando n, Walt er Edwards, Ladbr oke lllack , Allan 
Bla ir and Robert Murray . Arthur S. Hardy , who had co ntributed at 
somewhat l engthy int ervals , was another who died at about that 
time . 

Making a v:el come return during the war, following an absence of 
e i ght years , Jack Lewie endea voured to r ei nstat e bis famous charac 
ter, Leon !Cectrel, but it v,ae no part of edito ri al policy t hat the 
old f avou rit es shou l d be revived , and so , after ono so l itary story, 
the mastel'-mummer was allO i.'0d to drift back into obscurity . 

~'hen the v,ar was ove r and publ ishers found pap er easier to come 
by , th e stream of crime fiction became pol luted Vw'ith some of the 
most poisonous matte r ever to come f'rom t he printing pr esses of 
t his coun try, for what t he Amorics.ne had printed in t hei r maga
zines in t he tbi rti a.s was as nothing comparo d to the tr ash s ome 
English publi sh ing firms began t o circulate a ll over the country . 
But if t hese books eve r off e red a serio u s oballen ge to th e S. B.L, 
it tvas beaten off, for today the l at t er goes ahead whils t po lic e 
int e rv ent i on i s :rapidly and at l ong l as t dri ving the ot he r from 
the fi eld. Neverthe l ess , Sexton Bl ake's position in this Eli za
bethan age is a prec arious one ; he can only l ook bac k on the days 
of hi e past glory, for th e futur e s ee ms dim , in deed , fo r him, 

Readers who hav e f ollo wed bis a dv en tur es since those fruitfu l 
days have the uneasy feelin g th a t th e deys of the ir hero, in t a les 
i n the f orm in which th ey are at present f eatu red, ar e numbered. 
In fictional fo rm ho battl ea against crime; in fact he figh ts a 
despe r a te battle agains t t he tices, the outcOQe of whic h only the 
future c an decide, 

Will Sexton Blake survive? 

---0 00000 0----



~ 
By W.T. T!!URBON 

*** 
"A cmn of magnificen t physique, the great shoulder muscles 

rippling as he moved his anns , and his legs, straight as on arrow, 
teminating in small, beautifully formed feot . 

So Lobangu. first appears. 
Tho varied interests shown by th e list of members i n the 

1Annualf serve to remind us that we all have our ind.ividu'li 
favourites among the books of our youth. Whil e my main inte r est 
is in the "Jack, Sam & Pete 11 tales, I always give the pa.lrc among 
ad.venture tales to Cecil Hayter ' s I Lobangu 1 stories. 

'I'here were , I think, two strains in the ancestry of Lobangu . 
Early in 1865 a young lawyer and his brothe r , trave ll ing by t r ain 
from London to Norfolk, were discussing R.L. Stevenson 1 s then jus t 
publ i shed 'Treasure I sland 1 • "I t's a good story," said the l awyer 
r eflectively, "But, you Jr.now, I think I could write a storv myself 
as good . " 111 '11 bet you you can ' t 11 sa i d his brother . The bet was 
ma<!e, the story written and publish ed Septembe r 1885. The story 
was to make i t s aut hor famous , for i t was "King Sol omon• e Mines 11. 

The African sun glinting on spear and rifle ba r rel - t hree double 
. 500 Expresses •. • sweet weapons and admirab l e for medium- siz ed game 
- three Wi nchester r epeating r ifles - Sir Heney Curtis - Allan 
Qua.term.sin •• • 

Its success brought forth sequels, and tha t great chara.cter 
'Umslopogaas with his mighty axe. Here wae t he first st r ain . 

Tr1enty years later came the second . 
A man who had been newspaper seller , private so l die r , journalist, 

began to wr1 te a series of tales for the ' Weekly Tale Teller' 
about--•l!;r'-Commissroner8and ·ers• -;- Ed-gar l!arla:c""'11s-"t<rachi vv.r
legendacy fllllle ae a writer of plays and t hrillers, but I doubt if 
he ever did better won< t han i n those Samers stories , and the 
lone series tha t fo l lo\.,.ed in the "Windsor :m:agazine ". Just as Ride r 
liaggard had added Umslopogaas to Allan Quatermain so d1d Edgar 
Wallace add that en gaging characte r Bossmbo to Sanders. 

In his ea rl y Lobangu stories the influence of Rider Hagga rd on 
Cecil Hayte r is very evident . •Express rifles ' , ' Winchester 
r epeaters• (''The t \Vo Win cheste r s chatt er ed and ripp l ed " - u.J . 404 
''The Flying Colu:nn") are f r equently mentioned . (In U.J . 504 ''The 
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Long Trai l ", the gui de J ose ' ca rri ed a Winchester re peater over t he 
crook of his lef t a rm' • ) 

In t he v ery fi rst Lose l y-Loban gu sto r y, U. J , 171 "The Slave 
Market" , t he rescue of Si r Richard and Ti nker from the ' White 
Death I s I camp seems based on a simila r incident in Rider Haggard ' a 
' Children of the !Jist •, And Lobangu himself owes much to 
Umslopogaas, I n la t er sto ri es such as No, 912 "The Terms of t he 
Wager", there was a considerable flavour of t he I Sanders ' sto r ies . 

l'lhat a wonderfu l cha r acter Lobangu is, with hi s great s pea r , 
his uncanny seco nd sight, bis ski l l as scout and warrio r , his 
teste fo r snuff and 'bubbly ', and how he rules his trib e , l!uch 
of Umslopogaas1 a dash of Bvsambo. A worthy representati v e of 
th at gr eat line of companions of heroes , who , with Unca.s and Deer 
fo ot, have marked and fought and served with thei r 1'1h1 te brethren, 

In that first Lobangu story, publi shed on 26th January, 1907 , 
Sir Ri chard Losely , Governo r of the pr ovince of Y:us ardu in Africa , 
is c aptured i n a raid on an outpost by an Arab Slave Trader ' The 
\Yhi te Death • , Sexton Blake , who was hi s fa g at school hears of 
bi s di sappearance and se t s out to fi nd b.im. Like al l true adven 
tu r e stories thi s st arts in th e middle of actio n 1 ''rho night was 
black as pi t ch, and a heaV,Y, d ri ving tro pical r a i n wae sluicing 
do11'll i n shs ets"1 and through this r a i n comes Tinker, scouting th e 
camp of ' The \i'hit e Death ', Ti nker i s ca pt ured ; Bl ake , scouting 
indepe ndently, makes his escape and is jo i ned by a native, who has 
appa r ently deserted f r om the Slave camp, Thi s man of ma gnit' ic ent 
physique was Lobangu . Lobangu for many moons had served a white 
man in the 1Kaffir Country• and fought t he !.!atabel e , Then the 
white man died of fever , and Lobangu f e ll in with the "l'lhite 
Death ' s" fo l lowers and was recruited into hie army. He trave l led 
with the slavers until the captu r e of Sir Richard. Moved by Si r 
RiehaTd •-s bravery he- t r i"ed t o hel p h1m-;- det -e·ct -ed, ll8'Vliscliained 
and crue ll y flo gge d, Biding his time he had made his escape , 
hopin g to find aid for Si r Richard . Disguised a s s l ave merchants, 
Blake and Lobaneu enter the "White Death's" camp and oanage to 
rescue 'rinke r a.nd Sir Richard , 

In the next sto ry, No. 181 " Serlon Blake ' s Z.ulu" , Lobangu proves 
to be the hei r to an English t i tl e, Brough t to Engl and by Blake 
and Sir Richard , hi s misad v ent ures on a n English esta t e and in 
town are such that his r etu rn to J.frica i s greeted with r elief , 

Lobangu waa a descendant of an Engli sh nobleman and a native 
princess . His great - grandfather , Lord Averstoke , tr ave !}ing in _ _ 
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A:frica ear l y in th e 19th century , bad fallen sick among the Etbaia 
branch of the ZUlu people . On his rec overy he bad lived among 
th em for many years and married the chief ' e daughte r. Aft or bis 
wife's deat h Lord Aver s t oke re t u rns to England and marries again . 
His grandson , on bis deathbed, discovers tha fact of his grand 
fath e r• e ear l ie r marri age and t hat the African descendants of Lor d 
Aver stoke a r e th e tru e heirs t o the title , He asks Sir ilichard 
Los cly , a di stan t re l ativ e , t o l ook for the missing hei r - who is 
Lobangu, Lobangu as a very young l ad of twelve , had left his tribe 
and wandered among the wbi te men f o r many yea r s . It was ne a rly 
t went y- five years later, when be ?las a man of thirt y- seve n that he 
met Sexton Bl ake. When, af t er yoars of wandering, he had returne d 
to his trib e , he fo und his f a ther dead and hi s h alf - brother h ol ding 
th e chieft ainsh ip. So he left the tribe to continue his v:and eringe; 
but he bor e on the inner side of his shie l d arm th o t a tt oo ed ele
phant that was th e marlc of the Etb ai a Royal Hou se , Lobangu was a 
fine runne r , and a master fighter wit h hi s g r oat spear t bat scarce 
ly eve r left his s ide . After bis half - brother ' s death he became 
rul e r of the Etbaia people and turned them i nto a great tribe. Hs 
bad bi s weaknesses; be l oved • bubbl y ' and be l oved jam . He ba ted 
th e sea and was a lw~s seasic k , yet made many trips with Blake or 
Sir Richard on the dark wate r. He (and presumably Cecil Hayte r) 
was very fond of Pe dr o - "lly Lor d, the king of beasts" . ( In ''The 
Long Trail", he and Pedro had a sec ret or gy on jams - ''Tinker emerg
ed from behind the f ern clump . • Some ama ll portion, Ob Lor ', be 
chuck l ed , ' Look at this • . He hel d out four <1npty jars o.f tw o 
pounds ea<:h, licked as cl ean as though a newl y engaged ss rvant bad 
had t he washing of them " . ) A striki ng figu r e always, whotber wi t b 
black ostrich plumes f or a headdress and ca r rying an eno rmous 
spe ar, or i n whi t e ducks, or Sir Ricbard 1 s cast off scarlet tunic . 
- A:nd---r.1!lfM"gtr( llne1!ayte r was il.eveloping !Ill i dea used by,!agga rd) 
had bi s unc!lllny g ift of secon d sigh t , In ''The Long Tr a il", 1'!' be 
Hol ding of the Kana Pas s ", 'wr'he Treasure of Sonora ", "Tho Gol den 
Reef" a."ld ''The Island of Deat h" he fore t ol d happen ing s of the 
future and the myster i ou s r ed v eil th at pr esage d killings . 

Cecil Hayte r• a Lobs.ngu stories includ ed some ve ry fin e yarns , 
U. J. No; 206 "Sexton Bl ake, Whal e r " i n rihi ch Blak e and bis part y 
ar c ambushed i r. Africa noar the coc.at. Esc api ng in a. whal e boa t 
the y drift f ar out t o sea and are picked up by a Yankoe whaling 
sh i p. Afte r the mur der of the ca bin boy on the sh ip , they mak e 
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thoir escape and s p end some tim e in the polar regions before bei ng 
r escue d, U,J, No, 504 "Ebe Long Trail" was a gr ea t story, (I 
still hav e t he tatt ered copy that I purchas ed on that June Thurs
day long ago in 1913 ,) I n 1912 Conan Doyl e had published "l'he 
Lost World" , and this has strongly influe nced H8;'ter • s story. Of 
all the Serlon Bl ake ' s I have read I t hink it still to be the 
best. 

A list of Cecil H,...te r• s sto r ies appears in t he 1953 C. Digest 
Annual , lly knowledge af the Lobangu stori es ends ,nth U.J . No , 912, 
Alas, I have a l so not r ead a ll the early ones , To the list in t he 
Annual, howe ve r, I can make one or two amendment s. I have a not e 
that !lo, 201 was ''The Sl eep in g Sickness" , I re ad this story as a 
very small boy over f orty years ago , but faint memory sugges t s to 
ae t hat it was a s equel to "rhe Slave Market". I c an say de
finite l y t hat No, 866 "The Marl ey Fam llystery" was by Hayter , In 
this story Blake and Tinker j oi n Sir Richard Losely and Lobangu 
in a house Si r Richard has ta.ken in Scotla nd , and become involved 
with a gang of Chines e dope smugg l ers . I t is in thi s t ale t hat we 
a.re told thc.t as Lobangu encount e r s the Chinese knife men : 
"Lobangu wr.s one of the qui ckest men a.l i ve with steel", and he 
certeinly proves it , 

Incid entally , No . 795 ''The ldoon of t he East " was a story of 
Sir Richard Losely , but not of Lobangu, 

I have a note a l so of certain B,F . Li b, Lobangu sto rie s , ( let 
se ri es , ) No, 88 ' 'The Mammoth Hunte r s" ; !lo, 246 "Serlon Bl ake ' s 
Zulu " ; No, 429 ''Thro ' Unknown Africa"; !lo. 433 "I n t he Hands of 
the Head Hunt ers 0

• 

Lobangu WM a grea t c r eat ion. To my mind, of al l t he fo ll owers 
of Ride r Haggard , Heyte r cnme the near est t o hi m in Lobangu , 

"Bayete Lobangu, Bay et e 11
• 

~, S . O. L1 s , 19, 257 , 259 , 261, Condit i on impo rtant. Can some
one please hel p? REV. A.G. POU!ID, 68 FINllll!OilE ROAD, BI Rl.!IJIGllAM,9. 

M •• • - • - - 0 - - - - • • • •• ~ - • • 

WAJITEDt Nel son Lees . First, Second and Third New Serie s . Als o 
's."o.'i:'is, St, Frank ' s storie s only , Det ails of price , issu es , 

aira~l~~1:_e_an_d_ ':0:' ~i t .1.?n. Y~·:: H.~ !.~ Gh~:1'.L! _33_~~ -~! _L~~~ L· I~ 
~ ' I n good co nditio n, Schoo lb oys • Own Library , No. 229 ''The 
Rouse of Terr or." Your price paid, B, ADA1!, 28 DERWE!IT Sl'REEI', 
NEWCASl'IJµ)N -TYlfE, 5, 
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Pals, ~. Champion, Young ~. ~ llagazine, Early 1920s, 
"'IT-each . Triumph, Thrill e r, ~ Startler , 1930s, 1/ - each. 
~]!£z, flizard , ~. Adventure , Hots pur , ~ 1930s, 7/6 
dozen . ~ 1907 -1 922 , 1928- 1939. ~ 1934- 1940. Modern Cha rles 
Hamil t on llooks, half publishers prices. llound Volumes, Nuggots, 
Garl and , Snap shots, Scraps, Y)ung Folks, Photo bits. Various Lloy. d 
Volumes . (llaniac Father, et c . Sets t Vol umes: Nowga.te Calendar, 
Mysteries of Paris, Famous Crimes . Annuals I Champion, Pla,ybo,c, 
Tiger Tims , Schoolgirls OWn, 1920s , 10/ - each . Others 189 0- 1949 
2/6 to 5/ - each , For Exchange Only, Nel son Lee '• 1915-191 8, 
Magnets 1908- 1915 . S. A.E. Requirements, please . Satisfaction or 
f ull r efund. Any item s e,cchanged for many type s of magazin es pre -
1940 only. Off er s of book s for s a le always we l comed , (Your price 
usually paid!) T . LAXBERl', 347 GERI'RUDE IIOAD, NORWICH. 

FOR SALE, ALSO il'AN!'ED: Gems, Magnets, Loes , Popul a rs, S.O.L's, , 
llunter Books . F. JlorTOl.!LEY, 48 D'.lW!ll!ILLS PAPX ROAD, LO!,OON, ll.17. 
(S.A .E. List). 

ilAFl'ED, Schoolboys Own Libraries snd Story Paper Collector. 
~IELD, • . 24 . GRAI!lGER1 S . LANE, _ CRADLEY 111!.ATH, _ Sl'J\FFS . ............... . 

IIAGh'El'S, 1919-28, 1937- 401 GEIIS 1931 and 1938-40; BOYS' FRIE!fDS 
{Gre en 1un), 1916-211 UNIONJACKS1 1905-8; 1912 - 20 , 1922- 28; 
BCYS 1£AGAZI!IES 1927 - 33, ~ 1909- 16; YOUNG BRITAINS1 llint 
pr e-war; FILM .IJl!IDAIB I iITDE WORLDS I CIL'.TTE!IBOX1 CfuillPION AN!IDAL 
for 1924; SUNBEAll ANNUAL 19351 "BILLY BUNrER' S BARRING- 01.11'; 
MODERN BOYS; ~ I ~I AVIATION1 .£!!!!!,1 OLD MorOR and 
~ items; U. S. A. SCIE11CE1 RARE CIGAllEl'TE CARDS; ~, eto, 
required. S.A. E, Please . 
RONALD ROUS:S1 3 SI' , LEOl!.ARD'S TERRACE, GAS HILL, NOR\iI CH, lWllFOLlC. 

I offer 5/ - each for any of the following Detective Library numbers 
in good condition . 10/ - for l!o. 1. 
1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 8 , 10, 11, 12, 13 , 14, 15 , 17, 19 , 21, 24, 29 , 31, 
33 , 35. Lro!IARD PACKllAJI, 27 ARCHMLE ROAD, EASr JXILWICH, LONDON, 
S.E.22, 

ADVERI'ISE I ll THE C. D. - lD PER f/ORD 

--- ------ -- -------·----- --- - - --·- --- -
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f J;i;Y./JLT01VJ~VEI 
Compiled by HERBERI' LECKENBY 

In the "Post-Bag" , you will see an interesting letter from 
Frank Richards, part of which concerns the spot of bother w1 th 
Gilbe rt Harding . 

Ylell, just after I received it I got one from !Ion Crollie of 
Romford, and l o! and behold! Ron goes a lo ng we::, towards clearing 
up the myste;ry, still another illuminating exampl e of the keenness 
of the Hamilton fan , 

Ron says the quotation is from 11Bowling out Bunter" , Us&net 
No, 934 , 2nd January, 1926. He quotes several paragraphs from it 
and they are word for word. 

Peter Todd, however, does not call Bunter "a pesky galoot", or 
threa t en to make "pot ato scre.pi?l88" of him. :a.it, Fisher T. Fish, 
does, a little l ater in the s t ory . 
-- So it woul d seem t hat St . John Cooper was quoting from t hat 
story , but was rather careless in doing so; apparent ly he didn ' t 
seem to think it mattered if he put the s l ang of "Fishy" into the 
mouth of Peter Todd, Evidently he was blissfully unaware that 
there are such f ellows as Eric F!cyne and Ron Crollie about . 

Anothe r important point ie that according to John Shaw's list 
{and we can r e l y upo n that) "Bowling Out Bunter" was not a genuine 
Frank Richards story , but by one of the 11subetitutes ". St. John 
Cooper ma,ybe can be forgiven for not knowing that, but just i fies 
the accepted Frank Richards in feeling annoyed , 

* * * * • 
'l'!IE--IIAYE'-S..tp.BE--£AJIS-AGAIII~ - Here' -• a quote-f'ro m--a very inteT<!sti-ng 
l otter f r om Bill Hubbard, out in the troub led Kenya Col ony. Sa,ye 
he: 

"?Tow here is something that might in t erest some of your reade r s 
and find e place in t he 118.?.miltoninn a" sectio n. In t he issu e of 
"Yachts and Yachting " dated 22nd J an . , 1954, there is a very fine 
arti c le on a new fe.st ocean racer c ruiEe r t hat is being built by 
Mess r s .. R.A. Ne\vm&n &. Sons of Poole, to the design of th e well 
known firm of Frederick R. Parker and Partners, The owner is a 
prominen t yach1man , Si r 17. G. Vernon Smit h , C,B,E, Some r e l ation 
~.! the "Bounder" no doubt? --~· - - · --- - - ·-- - ----·----
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The yacht has not yet been named , but it is expected to be out 
in the coming seas on so I wil l let you have any det ails of her 
performances if she ente r s for e.ny of the big ocean races. " 

- 00000 0 0- -

:BILLY BUN!'ER THE :BOLD by FRANK RICHARDS 

Reviewed by GERRY .ALLISON 

Cassells 7/6 

Once again the f amilia r ye ll ow cover of a n ew :Bunter book has 
appeared to de li ght the eye s of all true Hamilt onians and every 
l over of a good schoo l s tory. Th e new book i s the funniest in the 
s e ries . 

:Billy :Bunte r is again the hero - or shou l d I say villai n - of 
the piece . His incensed Form-<nates , det ermin ed to make him 
"behave" send him to Coventry, and bow Bil ly hates it . 

There is a delightful Form-trial with Lor d Maul everer in the 
j udge ' s chai r, which r emi nded me ir r esistably of the trial-s cen e 
i n "Alice 11

• Jus t co mpare t he f ol lowi ng passage s . 
• . • "and that, Gentlemen of t he Ju ry, conc lud es my case , 11 said 

J ohnny :Bull , "and I ask for the utmost punishment which i t ie in 
the power of t his court t o inf lict .• 

"Very well, 11 said Lord ~ l everer . 11Pri soner at the bar - I 
sen te nce you . • • • 11 

"Bol d on, Mauly! " interrupted Har ry Wharton. "You have n' t 
heard the defence yet, and the jury hasn ' t found the prisone r 
guilty!" 

And here is Lewie Carroll. Immedia t ely aft er th e accusations 
"Consider your verdict ," the Ki ng said to the jury . 
11Not ye t, not yetf 0 t he Rabbit hasti l y interrupted . 11Tbe r e's a 

great deal t o come befo re that I" 
,/e ll, li ke the Knave of Hearts , :Bunte r had also bee n st ealing 

tarts , although he swore he had n ever seen them , and the-rG-WeT 
only four , an.-ywa;y. 

His wheezes t o escape from Cov entry are r eal ly funny and made 
me laugh out a l oud at t i mes. And haw su rpri sed t he Rmo vite s are 
when he turns out a hero after all . 

Yes , :Bil ly :Bunter t he :Bold is quite up to s t anda rd and i s worthy 
of b ein g added to ons •s colle ction . As George Mell said in t h e 
19 53 C. D. Annual - "like vi ntage wine Frank Richerds improves 
w1 th age, and his sure tou c h shows no s i gn of fa lt er ing ." 
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~~-~~0!A!!l!l!S!. {s!c~n~ ~e:_1!•1·_ !!o!. ~· 

PErER !!AZELDEIIE. Few read.ere can have liked Peter Hazeldene, for 
there seems to hsve been absolutely nothing about him to like. 
furthermore, tbougb be was part of the Greyfriare story right from 
t he beginning, he never pleyed the lead in one outstanding series, 

Yet a few lines about Hazeldene, from one of the moat brilliant 
series, will for ever remain in my memory, and theeo few li nea 
convince me that this fello\7 1>as the most true t o life of all the 
Hamilton "bad" characters. It was in the Harry Wharton versus Mr. 
Quelch series tilat Haze ld ene , selected to play in goa l for 
Wharton's weakened Bemovo team, was urged by the Bounder to l eave 
bis skipper in th e lu rch . Hazeldene tri es to pi ck a quarrel wit h 
Wharton. Frank Richards told us that "Hazeldene had made up his 
mind to do a msan thing - and it was easier to do a mean t hing if 
he worked himself into a temper first." A sp l endid piece of 
character painting, 

I doubt if a:n.y of us bas ever met a fellow capable of such 
planned villainy as Skinner, Loder, or Backe - or a wealthy hslf
good, half - bad fello w like the Bounder or Cardew. rut we must all, 
at some timo or other, have met Pete r Hazel dene - weak, easily-led, 
turncoat, and today; selfish to the core and w1 th few , if any, 
r ede eming points. 

In very early deys Hazeldene bad th e appro priate and quite 
original nickname of "Vaseline ". Perhsps it was a pity thst Frank 
Richards dropped the name , for Hazeld ene has ever been "Vaselinieh 1~ 

After all, Vernon-Smith became lees Bounderish but is alweye known 
as the Bounder. I have wondered · sometimes whet her "Vaseline" mazy' 
be a trad e name, exclusive to the finn of produc era of this very 
necessary preparation , and Hazel'• nickname may have been dropped 
i !!...£.Onse~nce. It' s unlikel;r_, and in any case your gu__§ss ie a.s 
go od as mine. 

Hazeldene has appeared regularly down the years , 1ri minor 
supporting roles, as they eey in the films, The few series in 
which he has played a large part - the one about the weak uncle, 
in hiding from the police, and also the l!ucco lin i circus series, 
to mention two - have not been among Magnet masterpieces. All the 
same it must be fel t that Hazeldene was a sk ilfully painted 
character of the weak, unattractive .type, and the Creyf riara 
story, as a ll'hol e , would have been the poorer without Haze l. 

* * * * * 
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Solution of Cros..,,,ord !lo. • Across: 1. Vernon Sl!>ith, 9, !lose , 
10, Oom the Terrible , 12. United , 15. Digby, 17. L<>no, 18, Eri n , 
19, S,E, 20. T , R. (Tan Redwing), 21. Abhor, 23, Straight :runs , 21. 
Host, 28, llien, 30, Sodden, 33, Column, 36. Rao, 37. Roe, 38. Herb , 
39, Afric a , 42, Kid, 43, Snore, 44, Esme. ~· 1. Vaults, 2. Huin, 
3, One, 4, !lode , 5, S.S., 6. Mediation, 7, Tog , 8, Hobson, 11. 
J,lyera, 13. llorth, 14, Texas, 16. Inbred, 22, Hundreds, 24. Rollers, 
25, Items, 26. H.11.S., 29, Sorap, 31, Ear , 32, Noble, 34. Oof, 35. 
Near , 38, Hie, 40. In, 41. Coin, 

The first corr ect solution opened by the Editor 1?88 sent in by 
D. ll . Ylebster , 1 Crosby Road South, Liverpool, 22,, to whom & postal 
orde r for 5/- he.a been sent. 

----ooo Oooo---

FIRS? DAY OF TERI,!! By RAYllOIID JOIIES 

"Here we are, here we are! Here we are a.gs.in 1" 
Yea, it is Bob Cherry, of course, his voice raised in song. Not, 

perhaps, musios.11:,, but w1 th plent y of volume . He bangs from the 
carriage doorwO¥ at a dangerous ang l e, his brandished cap beckoning 
his chums "l1Jce the plume of !lavs.rre in olden da;rs" over the heads 
of the throng on the platform of Lanth!ID Junction. 

For it is first dO¥ of term, The Christmas ghost has walked his 
last &long the dnrl<: passages of llauleverer Towers; the Boxing Night 
festivities at rlh&rton L<>dge are no more than a pleasant memorn 
the remains of Bunter • s Christmas dinner lie co l d in the ash-bin, 
denuded of t he steaming glory that marked the P"••&g• of turlcey and 
puddin g to the groaning festive board . Even the anoN which gleamed 
frostily over the parlc is noo slush in the unswept corners of the 
platform . But lift up your hearts, fo r we &re back at Grsyfris.rs I 

No matter if we have just returned from Wh&:i:ton Lodge &fter 
Chl>ietms.s, or frcm the- arid deoerto of--Af-rle ir- at-midSWlllller, no 
matter how exciting the s.dventures we h&ve left ' behind, there ie 
alweys a gladness when we return to t he old schoo l, It is a hom<1-
coming. So· exuberant are the many descriptions we h&ve of these 
scenes s.t Lantham s.nd Courtf i eld that one is lead to suspect that 
the author himself , much as he has enjo;y<>d his wanderings, is gls.d 
to be home again, to meet the ms.ny oharacters he left behind s.t the 
close of the ol d term , 

They are s.11 here now, TE!Dple of the ?ourth, furiously ohaaing 
his toppe r &l ong the pl s.tform 1 Coker sprawling half in s.nd hall out 
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of a carriage doorway , violently disputing its possession with the 
he r oes of the Remove; Wingate striding the pl "tfonn, a wha l e among 
the minnows; ~elchy, his gimlet eyes quell i ng each riot, his 
voice , like unto tb e rasping of a rusty saw, bringin g order where 
ther e was war. The train leaves, and Toddy, Smithy and Redwing 
and Squi ff, have bundled into the carriage with lla.rry Wharton & 
co, and th ei r very names are a tonic to us. Bunter has clinked 
his laet penny into the automatic slot machine , and is grunting 
discontentedly between Johnny Bull and the Bounde r . Coker, of 
course, i s no\v sitting on the pl atform, bis ha.ir a mop, hie col l ar 
banging by a single stud, his jacket sp lit up the back , struggling 
for hi s s eco nd wind. And as the train departs , the stati on ate.ff 
breathe again. 

On the way to the school there may be troubl e vri th a new boy . 
Bunter may produce a smoke , or Smithy le ave the trai n at Redclyffe 
for a surreptitioue vis it t o the Three Fieher s. Here , in the 
train , the pattern for the new term will be fixed. The pl ot ie 
a lready movi ng. Bunter wi ll "lose" hie ticket and will try to 
extract his first loan of the tenn, but owing to th e absonce of 
the l ong suffering llaul y , he l"lill fail. The pattern ie clear . We 
know what will happen, and we love it . 

Presently , the old grey tower of Greyfri a rs rises above the 
tr ees, and one wonders whether i t i s glad or sorry to welcome the 
schoolboy horde aft e r a month of peace . At Friardale th ere is a 
rush for the brake, and when t he school is r eached , th ere is 
Gosling at the gate, 

"Hullo, hullo, hullo , jolly old Gosling," reared Bob. 
William Gosling grunted . 
"Gl ad to see you looking so well, old dear," said Bob affa b ly. 
The Greyfriars port er gave another grunt . Opening day of teno 

""" not a happ y- da y- to Oosl-ing. ------ - -- - ----· 
"Ain ' t he lookin g well , you men?" oaid Bob, appealing to hie 

comrad es . "Don't he l ook younger than ever? " 
"He do , he does ! " agree Johnny Bull. "Nobody woul d take 

Gos ling for more than a hundred today." 
"Well , I don't know about that , " sai d Bob thoughtfu l ly , ;;lluet •nt 

exaggerate . Say a. hundred and twenty. 11
• 

And here ie Fishy, jerking across the Quad, bott l ed up con 
versation st r eaming from his bony jaws. We enter the house , arid 
silen t corrid ors spring to life , echo i ng t o hurried feet, shouting 
voices, banging boxes. Form mast ers rustle hither and t hithe r , 
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even their scholaetic calm ruffled in the glorious confusion of 

first d.., of tam . Studis o ar e struggled for, but in some miracu 

lous f ash io n resmin in the hands of previous owner s , though 

occas iona lly lwlte r will i ntrude and thrust himsel f upon some ha~ 

les s occup ant, af t er th e "l oavos and tb e fi shes ", much t o tbe sa t

isfaction of Pete r Todd . Lis ten now to Wharton and Toddy "go ing 

i t" r 
"You can't expect t o land him on us !" roared Vlbarton. 

"You can ' t expec t me t o land him on myse lf, if I can jolly well 

get out of i t ," grinned Toddy . "Look her e , I' 11 l et him como into 

!lo. 7 it he wante tot That• s the most I can offer . " 

"Re means t o stick t o my study! tt 

"Good !" 
"Be' a pl anted himself the r e n c,.y f tl 

"Fi net 11 

"He won't go ! n 
11Spl ondid l II 

And, of course, in lio. 13 Bob Cherry is henging a picture , -..1th 

disastrous re su lts to the ,rall and to Bob ' s usually sunny temper . 

The picture, perhaps unregrettably , i s destined to fi n ish its 

caree r ve ry soon , roun d th e neck af our old f riend Coker of t he 

Fift h. 
In Hall we listen t o th e Head, and to l'iingat e , captai n of the 

school . The dying sun shines in thr oug h the high wind ows of tbs 

gr eat Hall , on to t he ass ... bl ed school. Tbs Head's voice , in t he 

speech 11hich bas varied so littls from t am t o tam , from ysar t o 

year, rises quietly to tbe old , bla ck raft er s in t he vau lt ed roof . 

Tbe sobool is calm , for tbe moment. 
fut now we are back in the Remove passage - Study No. l . A 

study supper is in full swing . The Famous Fivo , Smithy and RedwingJ 

!.!auly, percb sd grac "ef'ully on a quaTtsr of a box", ~th e ranainder -b e

ing occupied by Bi ll :, lwlter1 Toddy, Squiff , Tom Brown and Baze l

dene , are all on the scene . Good things arc passed across many 

beads to Skinner and Fishy ove r in th e doorw.., , A fire roars in 

the hearth, the ruddy light shining on a dozen chsery f ace s . 

Footer j aw is in progress. Outside the winter darlcneea baa fallen . 

Soon it will be time for dom. Let us l eave this soene as I am 

su re we should leave it if this were a film , tho cameras taking us 

back through the window, so t bat suddsnl:, we are out in t he cold 

night , l ooking in th rough the bright diamond panes. As we move 
- -- ------ ------- - - - --
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away tbe ch eery buzz of voices fades t 

"Pase the cake, old cha p. Don't be mean with the cake! I'm 
going to stand you fellows a topp in g spread when I unpack my box . " 

11 \','by not unpack it nw?" 
"I've mislaid the key! I say , this is a decent cake - not 

like what I get at Bunter Court, of course , but really de cent! I 
•811, you fellows, I haven't told you yet about th e festivities at 
Bunter Court . T\TO of the princes came - " 

Who knows what i s in sto r e fo r us this term? Crooke, new boys, 
new form masters, or the ol d f avourites -- it matt er s nothing who 
bolds t he stage . The play • s tbs s ame, the supporting cast u eured, 
the sc enery painted and the s tory writt en by the mas te r band. 
Greyfriar s is immorta l. A term begins, passes gr acefu ll y away, 
end s upon a note of faint r egr e t; the holi day adventures come 
jingling along , lik e a happy, pa inted fair, and when they have gone 
it is first d8if of term again . That is the magic of Greyfria r s1 
i t i s constant, uncbangabl e ; an oa s is of es se ntia l peace in a 
changj :.g, tumultuous wor l d. 

Ladies, gen t lemen - I g iv e you a toast! To Greyfriars - and 
its creator. As long as we live , so will they! 

* * * * * 
UAGNE!' TrrLES (co nt• d ) 
No. 1259, The swot of t ho Remove, No. 1260, The Bounder • s Foll y, 
No. 1261, Harry Wharton • s Enemy, No. 1262 , The Fool of the Sch oo l, 
No. 1263, The Vanished Sovereigns, No. 1264, The Bounder's Luck , 
No. 1265 , Billy lwlte r• s Vengeance. No. 1266, Saving !!is Enemy. 

POSI' BAG 

Hilda Richa rd s Returning! 

D&ar BePbert Leokenby, -- ~ rcb ll th, ~ 

Many tba.nk e f or the C.D. "Billy Jlunt er th e Bold" comes out to
day : as I s ee you havo duly noted in this issue. 

Tbnt flquotation " in Gil bert Harding's bo ok bas not yet been 
t r aced. It appears t hat llr. St. John Cooper "co ll aborated" with 
i!a rding in producing tb e book , and he t olls me th at the "quot a" is 
oona fide: though at the moment be i s unabl e t o giv e number or 
dat e . These he is going to supp l y later . I await them with 
interest. 

I was very much i nterested in i;.F. Champion 's a rti cle , which 

----- ---- ------ -- - -- -
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brought back reco l lections of a celebrated case, on which the 
story was founded. The whole thing really did happen, very much 
as it was doscribed in the story. 

You m~ be interested t o hear that "Hilda Richards" bas been 
annexing the tYl)-Owriter from Frank of lat e, and that the "Girls 
of St. Kate' s 11 m~ make an appearance in tbe near future . 

Wit h kind es t r egard s , 
Alwqs yours sincerely, 

FRANK RICKARDS. 
(Note, St , John Cooper is the son of Henry St . John, well re 
membered by olde r read ers. We too will be interest ed to hea r the 

details . - H.L.) ~·= ·=-==~-=~-=···-~~-- ·-.-~-·=---~···-
SIDNEY WARWICK • All APPRECIA'l'IO!I -- ---------- -- -- - -

By F. ADDINGrON SYMONDS, 
Founde r & Chief Editor 1 'The Champion". 

IN 1922, the first year of The Champion ' a flamboyant career, 
!.Ir. Willie Back, one of the Directo r s of the Amalgamated Press, 
introduced me to an elderly gentleman of grave , Victorian courtes y, 
with a qUie t, cultured voice and a cha.ming smile . Bis name wsa 
Sidney Wanrlck and he inqu i r ed diffidently if I would be interested 
in an adventure se rial which he, in coll aboration w1 th hi s son 
Francia , proposed to write , 

That serial appeared in Tho Ch!IIlpi on under the title of "The 
Secret of Lost River " and was an immediate and s ensational succes s . 
It v1a.s followed by oth e rs, incl uding "Sinister Island " and "Phantom 
Isle" (the Wal"licks, father and eon, had a flair for stories about 
isla..'lds!) a ll of which were milestones in the paper' s hist ory . Thia 
naturally meant !!a t t _aa~t _or , I s aw ~o~ of Sidney Warwick; __ 
and, in fact, he an d his family (h ie graciou s wife and his two sons 
Francis and Alnn) became my fim friends. Even after I had left 
the editori al desk snd had gone to rusticate in the country as a 
free - lance, Sidney Wal'l'lick of t en vi s ited me1 and it was only after 
I had gone t o South Africa, in 1930, that we l ost touch witb eaob 
other . Now the news of his de ath comes as a great and grievous 
shock. 

I valued Sidney \7B1'1vick' s friendship, as I admired his gentle 
courtesy, hie kindly , generous ?\a.ture, and his deep and wise ex
perience, both as t'. _writ~r Md a 1?11?.n. Be had great ta.l_e~~ - ~e _ _ 
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bad, before he met me, alren.dy written many novels as well aa 
se rials for the Daily l.lai.1, Evening News, eto,,) but he """ a 
modest man and it was alwo,ys difficult to get him to talk of him
self or his achievements . He always seemed s o surprised , too, 
that his work for me was so successful and be was naively delight
ed when I gave him proof of this in the many appreci e.tive letters 
r eoei ved from our readers. 

Be was a real gentl eman in the best sense of the word.J a man 
of impoccably good manners, kindly and considerate, modest and 
retiring and compl e t e ly unspoit by his outstanding success , He 
belonged to, and gr acio usly adorned, the old Victorian school, 
which set such store by good breeding , politenes s , and al l thos e 
sterling but now "old fashi oned " virtues that ri&htly commanded 
both re spec t and affection. His passing is a lo ss that it Ylill be 
ha rd inde ed to fill, 

===== ----·-··--- -·· -- -· 

At l ast, I oan find space to tell you all about our grand com
pe tition, but first of all I think you might lik e to know a little 
ab out the background to it, A month or two ago , t \7o fellow en
thusias ts v,rote to me quite independently SlJ8gesting that it was 
t ime the Leei tea had a compcti tion of their very ovm and a 
suggestion with which I was in heart:, agreem en t, 

Letters passed to and fro as we ironed out the de tails to suit 
the ideas of both parties, and the net result, I think you will 
al l agre e, is a competition which should suit everyone whet her you 
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read the Nelson Leo Library :from th e very beginning, or whether 
you, like mysel:f, came in at the opening of the First New Series . 

I want you, firet, to write (on one side of the paper on l y, 
please!) explaining in between 350 and 425 words , \il!Y I PREFE!I 
READING 81'. FRAJ!K' S 81'0RI ES TO THOSE OF GREYFRIARS, sr. Jll!'S AND 
ROOK\IOOD. 

Remember - one side of the paper only, and 3 50-425 words I 
'.!'.!!!ili, add a further 75-150 words, t o make a total ~ exceeding 

500 words in all , on 1iY FAVOURITE sr. FRANK' S CHARACTER, and WHY! 
For th e best full article embracin g both subjects, there will be 

a prize of 1:.1.lO~Tl!IRrY Sl!ILLII!GS). 
For the second best there will be a prize of 1:.1 (ONE POUND). 
For the third best there will be a prize of 10/ - (TEN SIIILLINGS). 
I hope all past an;! present Franconians wi 11 rally r oun d to 

make this competition a really outstanding success. Entries MUsr 
reac h me on or before llAY 31st, and t he results will be publiebed 
in the July C. D. 

In view of futur e commitments, I hope YOU will get out the 
pencil and paper , the pen and pap er , or eve n th e t ypewrit er and 
paper, NOW, so that we shan't ha,•e to postpone the judging because 
of l ack of entries I I want an answer from EVERYONE who ahems in 
the Annual that the N. L. L. is his first choice. 

You must have aoce reason for that pr efere nc e. So why not let 
us all know 1<hat tlmt reason is, and at the s<1De time possib l y win 
a good prize I The winning entries will be published . 

With the Jun e number of the C.D. we shall be starting a con 
ducted tour of tho St . Frank's country and meeting its leading, 
and i t s less distinguished , personalities. In the May number Jim 
Sutcliffe con t ributes a well-timed and finely wr itten int roductorJ 
artic l e . And now f or the completion of Bill Chanpion • a art icle 

CONSPIRATORS Ul!LOOTEDI 

Soon a:fto r this , llandforth catches it even hot tor! In the :fond 
belief that the whole Ranove i s behind him, be marches purposefully 
to Starke'• s t udy and proce eds to t oll th a t much-disliked 3ixth
forme r just what he and the lower- schoo l think of him. I think 
this part of the story quite funny. A:fter the preliminaries, t hs 
junior carries on, 

"And we fee l it our duty , ae repr esenta tiv es of th e REIDove, to 
point out to you , Walter Ste.rice, that you are n oad e.nd a bully! 
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~·e con si der that you are unfi t -- 11 

"You--you cheeky young dog!" r oared Starke, jumping up. 
"Oh, l et him carry on!" grinned Kenmore . 11I t I s quite amusing . 

I was jus t wondering 1f l!andf orth i magi ned himself to be a group. 
rt•e th e firs t ti me I 1 ve beard a fellow using the plural -- " 

"You' ll he ar hiri us i ng a few ye ll s in a minute!" gro\7l ed Stark e . 
"What the thunder do you t hink your game is, Handf ort h? What do 
you mean by comin g here and insulting me in this fashion?" 

"We coul dn 't in su lt you , Starke!" 
"We-- we ! 11 shouted Sta rke . "Are you dotty, you little idiot ?11 

"I sail\ we-al l of us! 11 declared Hand.f<.rth. 
"All of you! 11 yel l ed Kenmor e . "Why, you ' re alone, you si l ly 

donkeyl" 
Ha."ldy smiled in a superior fashion . 11If you think you c an 

sca re me , you 'r e mi etalc en , 11 he said . "I'm doi ng al l t he speaking , 
I'll admit; but these oth e r chaps ar e r eady to back me up i f you 
ate.rt any of you r r ot ! I sup pose you kn01\' t hat I don I t stand any 
rot? I ' ve coma here to tell you that the bullying has got to 
s t op-- 11 

"Pitch him out!" exclai med Starke harsh l y . He didn ' t wai t for 
Kenmore to act , but walkod round the table and g rabbed Band.forth 
firmly by the shoul der . 

"Now, you chaps! 11 roar ed Handf orth . "Go for ' em t" 
He 9'88 whi rl ed ro und , and his ey es goggled as be saw that he 

was c ompl etel y a lon e . He gasped; and while he was gas ping Starke 
used his f i s ts to advan t age . 

\,ithout doubt , Handy is knocked about frightfully , a l though he 
has certain l y asked f or it! Breathin g fire and murder , he oto:nns 
back t o the juni or quarters, but i s a trifle mol lif i ed when he 
f i nds Nipper maki ng plan s to fo:nn "The Combine", or 'T he Coun cil 
of-Eigb:t.!.!., -A - .s.ecz:et-&.oe-i-etY- whoee a-im i·e to suppres,s-t-he-bu.Hy"ing 
sen ior s once an d for a ll. A bunch of picked jun i ors go down to 
the vault under the ru in ed mona st ery to work out a plan of action, 
and there bump into - 'The 11,Ysterious X!" They chase him over 
Li ttle-Side toward s the River Stowe, but los e eight of him in the 
darkness . Next ins ta nt they see a dim fi gur e and pounce - but 
imagine t hei r surprise when the y diocov er the ir victim to be none 
ot her than Frin t on , of t he Sixth ! This episode na turally oau eee 
Nipp er t o conc eive half - fo:nned sus picions of Frinton, but he de
cides to keep his own council. 

Next day1 Starke outsh in es himself where bu ll ying is concerned; 
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li nee 8Jld licking s are dish ed- ou t ri ght' , · l e ft am centre, and, in 
th e evening , feeling in v e ry good humour, the prefect walks across 
tho da :rk TriSJ1glo to t he Coll ege House to epealc to a Sirt h-f ormer 
there . As ho s tride s bene at h th e g loo my chestnuts, he sudden ly 
becomes aware of seve ral dim and ghostlike figures convergi ng on 
him, but befor e he c8Jl utter a soun d he ie ro ugh l y s eized and a 
sack is pulled ove r his h ead. He i s pic ked up and carried off , 
and not one soun d does be hear from bis capto rs . After bei ng 
carried some co ns id e r abl e distance, t he senio r i s surprised and 
&lamed to find himse lf lift ed onto a kind of hand - c art , and in 
this fashio n transported f or per!:i.aps a quarter-of - an- hour. The n 
he is lift ed off th o cart 8Jld again carried some wey. Eventual l y 
be is set down, hie feet anchored in some wooden contrivance not 
unlike the sto cks of ol d, and th e sack i s removed from hi e per
spi rin g head . He fin d s himself in pi t ch darkness-and still that 
uncanny si l ence ! 

Starke is just be ginni ng to feel really panicky when a dim 
li ght suddenly glo ws ju s t above his head, and he finds himself in 
a small room, the wal l s and cei ling of which are draped with cu r
t ai ns of nondescri pt colouring . And th en, jus t ae the bullying 
prefect finds his nerve going , a vague and sinister voice speaks 
ri ght in his ear, but when he twists round madl y , be finds n obody 
t here l needless to e a.y, Ni codanus Tro twood, th e Remove ventril o
quist , is the voi ce ! 

To put things briefly, this mysterious voice proceed e t o give 
Ste. Ik e a Trell-de se rved le ctu re about his bullying act ivi ties , end 
i ng with a so l emn warni ng of what will happ en if he doesn ' t mend 
his ways in the futur e , tbs whil e the hel ple ss senio r fumes and 
threaten s, and gri nds bis t ee th with impotent rage . Then th e li gh t 
goes out , be is fr ee d from the stocks by many hands , the ea.ck is 
again pulled over hie head, and th e l e ngthy process of carrying 8Jld 
wheel i ng in the hand- cart is gone t hr ough once more . At t he end of 
all th i s be i s set down SJ1d left. Hie bande have been l ef t f r ee, 
and, after a s tru ggle, be is ab l e t o remove the sack and untie hie 
bound feet , He finds himself sit ting on an i sola t ed boulder , 
alone, on the wide expans e of Banning-ton Moor . I n a murderou s rage 
he dashe s back to t he school, two miles away, but finds he i s un 
ab le to pin the out rage onto any of the j uni or s . So , al l he can do 
is report the affai r t o hi s cronies of th e Sixt!! 8Jld Fifth . 

Next day, Kenmor e does most of the bu llyin g , in a spirit of 
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bravado, so Kenmore• s name is given priority at the top of the 
list by the "Secret Combine", That evening, by a cl eve r bit of 
trickery, t he bully is inv eigled out of his stu dy and into the 
Triangle , where he is at once co llared . He goes through t he s ame 
procedure as did Starke on the previous evening, on l y this time he 
hears and r ecognises voices - Handf orth 1 s, Gray1 s, Faman -
and, in s pite of his fury, fe els some satisfaction. He1 d make it 
hot fo r those kids when he got free I 

Arrived at the myster ious curtained room, Kenmore finds , to his 
great al arm , that he is be in g effectively he ld by a different kind 
of con tr ivance, He is lying face downwards, wit h hands and feet 
finn l y held, and a cush i on under his body, in •a most co nvenien t 
position for tho i nf l ictio n of corporal punishment. 1 

In a funk , Kerunor e waits . He doeen I t have lo ng to wait. The 
dim l igh t glows , the s i niste r voice speaks in his eart 11Prepa.re 
for y our punishment, 0 brutal bully! 11 a gloYed band holding a 
cane appea rs th rough th e curtain , and the swishing begins . Wben 
at le.at he is fr eed , ICe."lDlor e runs, as fast as his soreness will 
permit, from the wi ndswe pt moor , and it is easy to appreciate bis 
frus tr ation when , arri ving a t St. Franks , he finds that Handforth, 
Grey and Fannan have boen with M. Le blanc, the French-master, the 
whol e e vening! Tr otwoo d S£ain ! 

Kenmor e is fini she d! One dose of the "Secret Combine" is mor e 
t han enough fo r him . In a filthy temper, Ste.rke thr ea tens to os
trac i se hi s friend unless ho carries on with the "Reign of Terror" 
- - but the sore one is adamant, And next moming, v.hen th o juniors 
leam of th e rift , t hey are natura ll y jubilant , 

llut t he cunning Starke i s by no means finished . He pays Teddy 
Long to disco ve r who is behind the "Combine", but doesn' t meet 
with much su ccess. ~ jnniors soon discove r v:?lat i_§__Mp~ , 
and obligingly "fix " t hin gs - to the great discomfo rt of both 
Long and Starke ! 

Then "The Myster i ous X" appear s on the scene once more, Frinton 
is again invo l ved - but there is no denouement. 

After a day or two of s li ghtly diminished bullying, Starke in 
veigles Fullwood, t he cad of t he Remove, into he lpi ng him i n hie 
fight agains t the j uniors, and this time meets vrith mor e success 
- at first! 

The as tut e Ral ph Leslie Fulh,ood, who has no love in his heart 
fo :f' Nipper & Co, manages to get on th e track of the "Combin e " on a 
night when J eeso n has bee n s ingl ed out fo r co rr ection , He 



di scove rs that th e punishment - ch amber i s actuall:y a littl e vault 
l ike room of f one of th e old quarry tunn el-wor ki ngs on the edge of 
:Bannington lioo r, but the drapings effectually conceal the rcugb, 
r ocky ;,1all s . 

He r eport s bis momentcus find to Staike , whose next move is 
clear. 

!/ext day, dozens of junior s feel the wei ght of Starke' s h eavy 
hand. Lines and l ickings are the order of th e hour , so, naturally , 
Starke is singled out by the "Combine". 

In t he evenin g , Starke makes it his du ty to walk across the darlc 
Trian gl e, where he i s at once co ll a re d . !le is again t r ansported in 
.?. like canner t o last time , for up-.,ards of hal f-an -hour, at the end 
of which time he i s fix ed up nice l y i n the stocks. But the Sixth 
former i s happy in t he knowledge t ha t he has previous l y a rran ge d 
for a bi g gan g of senior s to be waiting just alon g the tunne l, in 
r eadines s t o colla r the j uni ors . At the same time , he is ~ bit un 
easy th at t hey hav e let him be put in t he stoc«s befo re putt ing in 
an appea rance. 

"Sheer rot, waiting until I1 m act ually i ns ide!" mutt e red Starke 
fiercely . 

But poss ibl y Jesson and t he others had dete rmin ed to captur e t he 
"Council of Ei ght " red - handed - act uall y a t their work. Sta?ice 
woul dn't mind if rescue came before th e birching c anmenced. But be 
would mind very conside rably if he rec eived as much as one cut. 

However, Starke not only re ce i ve one cut - he r ec eiv es fif'ty 
f1v e cuts, without doubt t he ,;or st hidi ng of his career; and hi s 
shouts and ye ll s for help are of no avail. Careful as Fullwood had 
been , hi s movements ha d been noted by Reggie Pit t, who had been act
i ng as scout on the night r etri but ion had been mat ed out to Jes son . 
So the punishment-chamber had been speedily dismant l ed , and re-
e r ec t ed in the curious old buildi ng on Willa rd's I sl and . Starl<e 
had had no c lue t hat he 'd been transp ort ed ove r wat er, as t he 
juniors had marked - time on t he punt that took t hem across the Rive r 
Stowe, and he natural l y though t t hat he I s been carried over dry 
l and . 

Well, that affai r jus t about puts paid to the bullies "Reign of 
Terror". Tol'1ards th e end , Nipper am bi s merr,y men manage t o g et 
a document signed by Starke and Jesson, to the ef f ect that t h,ey a re 
bullies of the wors t order, and thst t hey are in t he habit of fre 
quen ti ng the ,ihite ilarp Inn aft e r li ghts• out . 
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Thon th e a ff ai r of 1'-rhe Myst e ri ous X" dr aws r apidly to a gTand 
c limax. It a pp ears that Frint on is boing bl ackmailed by a man 
named Sh e l don , an d is b eing forc ed , on occasion , t o give a h3lld 
wit h th e nefariou s work. 

Ne ls on Lee gets c ap tur ed by this She ld on , who is the r ea l 
"Myst erious x 11

, and tied t o a stake in a lone l y cave nea r Cai.a t owe. 
The tide i s comin g in, and t hings lo olc bbclc for th e detecti v e1 but 
Frinton, who learns of bi s Housemas ter ' s pli ght , swims a cro ss the 
ro ug h sea and does a spot of resc ur work , near l y l os i ng hi e lif e 
in doing so. This br av e act ea r ns him his p~rdon -- which enables 
us to r e l ax in our a:rmch ai r s with s at isfied sighs , at events onc o 
mor e turning out so well. 
·.:·· . ...;::.=.::,.;.. .- - - -= - - ·~ 

OlD B.OVB'_B0_0}1 ClUB 
L O N DO!! S:SCT I Oll 

A l ar ge array of 11Billy Bunter tho Bol de", " Silver J ack et s" , a 
Rookwood pap e r and QUJ.z by myself, a grand Quiz by brother Bob , 
grand impromptu t alk by Bob Blythe and ch ainnan Len in sparlcling 
fo rm, a l l t he se went up to make t he Mar ch meeting a t "Cherry Place 11 

equa l to any of the pr eviou s gath e rings of the "Happ y Bro t herhood ". 
New member, F . Vernon Lay must have bee n impressed by hi s firs t 
meeting and a hearty welcome to th e r anks r1a.s sen t t o Bernard 
Thome of Toro nto, Canada. 

Offici a l busine ss was dealt with and a sa ti s fac tory financi a l 
report was acc e pte d . Bob Bl ythe , Nels on Lee Libr ar ian, s tat ed that 
there was not a l ot of bor r owi ng in his d epartment and as Roger 
Je nkin s, Hamilto nian Li br ari an was away up north it ,,as agreed to 
l eave th is mat ter ove r until next month. 

The t wo- qui:z compet11:i -ons brmrght """"Slll!fe'1ery good que stio ns , Bob 
\i!biter was the winne r of the Rookwood. one nnd Len Paekman won th e 
miscell aneo us one . it'b.i l st on th e subject of qui z I it wa.s announc ed 
t ha t a ch alle nge had bee n r ece ived from the Leeds Club . Thie wae 
acc epted and fou r members agree d t o compil e th e que st i ons in the 
four sec tion s . 

It WtlS agreed to hold the April meeting on Sunday llt h , at Hume 
liouse , 136 Lord s hip Lane , East Dulwi ch, London , S. E.22 . and after 
sales and exchanges l'.llld n gene r a l get together c a ll ove r time came 
nnd so homewards on our divers wnys . 

UNCLE BENJAMIN. 



·--- - --- --{115) 

NORl'!IEBll SCTION J.!EErING: lla r ch l3th 1 1954 : In the tsnporary ab
sence of J . Bre e ze Bentley I opened th e meeting. Thie g.&ve me the 
pl easan t dut y of say i ng h~ · pleased we \Vere to have Roger Jenkins 
with us again. It is just a year since his la st vi si t. Roge r re
pli ed that he had thorou gh l y enj oyed that occas ion and was sure it 
was going to be r epeate d. 

The minute s were read and passe d and tr easu rer-l ib rar i an Gerry 
All ison, as usu al, had some in ter esting cor res pond ence t o read. One 
l etter was fro m Stanl ey Smith , who mentioned t he subjects of thr ee 
' talks ' he had in mind . Our sec r etary Via.a asked t o write him and 
assure hiJ!l we should be delighted t o have a ll thre e. 

Gerry also told of a generous gift of a number of ildi ne "Robin 
Hoods" some of them being the ori gina ls of 50 years ,go. Th e kind 
don or was \I.T. Thurbon of Cambridge . This i s n ot the first time we 
have had reas on to thank him. 

Foll owed - "Scholars " a diversion arran ge d by t he same Gerey 
Allis on. Thi a kept everyo ne ent ertained f or a good half hour . 
Moll y Alli son came out th e winne r, the priz e being a volume of t he 
B. O. P. Pro bably her ann ached b efore she got it home . 

A number of quiz es followed . 
Jle:rt meet ing - th e .Annual General !Joet i ng, April 10 th . 

IIEl!BERr LECKEJIBY, Northern Section Correspondent . -- --- - -- --
MIDLAJ!D SECTIO!I YBEl'rnG , J.!arch 15th , Our es teem ed Wolverhampton 
member, Yr. Jack Ingram, gav e us one of his Greyfri a.rs character 
stu di es tonight; de a lin g wi t h that Ol ympian Being Dr. Locke . Good 
wine n eeds no bush as the esteemed and lu dicro us o l d English pro 
verb remarlcfully observes, and t hese chara c ter studies need no re 
commendation t o those who have heard one. It onl y neods t o be 
ad ded that this talk n ot onl y C811le up to exp ectati ons but even 
exceeded thel!I . 

Aft er a certain amount of forma l busin ess had been d iscu sse d v:e 
gave Jack a clea r fi eld . 

Dr. Locke is, of course , one of Charl es Hamilton ' s most import 
ant cha r acte r s , and ao we find a very skilfully drawn one. He 
fo ll ows t he A.mold trlldition and is th e r efo r e a Doct or of Divin ity. 
Typical headmasterehip policy include s floggings and expu l sions for 
tr ans gressors pr efe ra bly administered publi c all y . 

It is int eresti ng t o not e t hat he is a l ess har sh version of t he 
f amous Mr . Quelch ; being similar l y t a ll and an gu l a r. Dr. Locke sho"s 
scholar shi::,, firmn!'ss 1 kindn ess , sb r ~d ness_and _jy.dicial.-£!Y-.Jl!!!!Ul~~ 
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Mr. Ingram i ll ustrated hie talk by readings from, and references 

t o, stories in t he "W:agnet11
, shm:ing instances of the Head' s dis 

cernment and judgm ent in dealing wi th Wharton, Cherry, and llr. 
PTout I s problem child, Coker. 

The time went a ll too soon, but we showed our appreci at ion of 
this splendid talk by a hearty round of applause . 

As ever time is our worst enemy on c l ub nigh.ta and so it was 
soon time for l ights oat once more. 

EDWARD DAVEY. 

MERSEYSIDE SECl'ION, 14th l!arch 1 1954• If only in point of the 
large attendance at th i s evening ' s meeting, a euocessful programme 
was assured, no lees than eishteen being present . 

The chairman opened th e proceedings by welcoming our guests, Sir 
F. Bowman and friend, and then dea lt with club and section matters, 
v;hicb were of only a minor nat ur e this month. The eeoretary fol l ow
ed with the financial r epor t, and, without further de l ay, the e98e :r
ly anticipated discussion on 11Charl os Hsmilton - his meri ts and de
meri ts as a writer" occupied our full attention. 

Don \'lobster briefly out l ined what be ooneiderod were faults in 
Ur . Hamil ton ' s work, as did others pre sent, and th e points raised 
wer o more then suff icient to givo scope for a most spi rited dis - • 
oussion. Practic al l y every member had some cormnent e and observa
tio ns t o mak:o, ei thor in suppo rt or against, and the persona l views 
expressed were extrel!lO ly interesting , i .f not always convincing. 

After refr eebment s , Sir Frederick t ook up t he cudge l s on behalf 
of llr . Hamilto n; he suspected tha t th e adv erse criticisms of our 
be l oved author's work bad been actuated by e. desire to provoke con
t roversy , and th at the critics' affection fo r the stories were 
suf f i cient to discount their fault-find i ng. Ho himself wn.c 11prepar&d 
to fight to the death" on behalf of nn author for whol!I ho had noth -
in g but unq ualified admirat i on; considering his prodigiOWLOJrt.put__ ~ 

- hie etonda:rd of writing was rema.rkab l y high , and none could deny 
that th oy hrui, without being "namby- pamby", been a po.r,er t or good 
amongst youth , an at tribute not noticeably prominent in the boys • 
books of tod:,y . In common w1 th all present he dep l ore d the l ament 
able fact that the "Magnot 11

, etc., no longer existed, and sinoere l y 

bel~~~·~vai~t t s~~ {'h':.\h a'3{ht,,tiw dh'~''rit~· a1~'!'l.'to1ll ,.~ ·. of course, 
not infa lli ble , the f 11ct th at hie oharncte r s were so famous today 
o.nd ployed such a big part ot meetings l ike ours wa.s suro proof 
that he hod no superior in his field. 

Next meeting April 11th. 

YORK DUPLICATING SERVICES, 1, The Shor.iblce , York. Tol: YORK 3898. 


